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gentle and kindly, fond of innocent games and
amusements and passionately fond of music, while
others were almost inhumanly cruel, and gloried in
bloodshed, human .sacrifices, suffering and even can-
nibalism.
But in every case they were people who possessed
a highly developed esthetic and artistic taste, a re-
markable genius for organization, unlimited patience,
vivid imaginations, tremendous will power, an inborn
creative ability, and idealism in the extreme. These,
more than anything else, were the primary factors
which led certain races to attainments so far above
those of all other American tribes that it seems scarce-
ly credible that they were of the same original race.
Probably the first distinct steps toward civilization
were the result of necessity. We know that in some
cases tribes have developed most unique habits, and
have gone far ahead of their neighbors and relations,,
through the most fundamental instinct of man, that
of saving1 his own life. This was unquestionably the
case with the cliff-dwellers and the Pueblos of our
Southwest, races which reached a much higher stage
of culture than any other North American Indians,
and who, in some ways, approached closely to a civ-
ilized state. No doubt the ancestors of the cliff-
dwellers were the cave-dwellers, and it is highly prob-
able that the descendants of the cliff-dwellers are the
modern Pueblos. The Pueblos are not, however, one
tribe or race, but belong to a number of distinct
stocks, each having its own culture, arts, dialect and
customs, but all living in much the same manner, and
all with a culture and with customs obviously the di-
rect result of a common necessity and environment.